
 

 

31 Chambers Street, 2nd Floor 

New York, NY 10007 

Phone: 212.513.9300 

Fax: 212.341.3810 

 

www.nyc.gov/culture 

 

TOM FINKELPEARL 

Commissioner 

 

 

 

SHE BUILT NYC OPEN CALL FOR ARTISTS 

 

The City of New York seeks artists interested in creating a public monument that honors women’s 

history. If you are such an artist, please apply to this open call by September 30, 2018. 

 

BACKGROUND 

On June 20, 2018 First Lady Chirlane McCray, Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen and the Department of Cultural 

Affairs announced She Built NYC, a new effort to commission a public monument or artwork that honors 

women’s history in New York City. The effort kicked off with an open call for nominations from the 

public. Through women.nyc, members of the public submitted nearly 2,000 nominations of women, 

groups of women, and events in women’s history that significantly impacted New York City. To qualify, 

events must have happened at least 20 years ago; nominated individuals must no longer be living and 

known for an event, movement, or action that took place at least 20 years ago. 

She Built NYC builds on the recommendations of the Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, 

Monuments, and Markers to expand the stories, histories, and narratives currently represented on public 

property in New York. These representations have historically failed to reflect the trailblazing women and 

non-binary individuals that have contributed to the City. Mayor Bill de Blasio, through the Department of 

Cultural Affairs, has committed up to $10 million over the next four years to commissioning new 

permanent public monuments and commemorations.  

 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) 

An advisory panel comprised of individuals representing a broad range of expertise and backgrounds will 

assess the nearly 2,000 public nominations and create a shortlist of up to five finalists for 

commemoration. This Request for Qualifications (RFQ) is to solicit artists or artist teams who are 

interested in being considered to design a permanent public monument to the selected woman, group 

of women, or event in women’s history that significantly impacted New York City. The City will match the 

selected woman, group of women, or event from the shortlist to one public site, and the artist chosen to 

design a monument will be determined through the City’s Percent for Art commissioning process. 

 

PROJECT BUDGET 

The project budget is up to $1 million and must include all project costs, including but not limited to the 

following: artist’s fees, design services, community engagement, site preparation, engineering, 

fabrication, travel, transportation of the work to the site, insurance, permits, installation, documentation 

of the artwork, and contingency.  

 

 

 

http://women.nyc/
http://www.nyc.gov/percent
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WHO MAY APPLY 

Professional visual artists or artist teams, working in any and all media, legally authorized to work in the 

U.S., and who are at least 18 years of age, are eligible to apply. Employees of the City of New York, 

Committee members (as defined in the following section) and their family members are not eligible to 

apply. If applying as an artist team, please identify the team member who will serve as the lead artist. 

 

SUBMISSION AND SELECTION PROCESS 

This open call is organized into two phases: 

 

Phase One is the RFQ in which artists or artist teams may respond with samples of past work and 

supplementary materials to be considered for the She Built NYC commission. The City, in partnership 

with an advisory committee of outside arts and design professionals (the “Committee”), will select 

artists to proceed to Phase Two of the open call (the “Finalists”).  

 

Phase Two is a Request for Conceptual Designs in which Finalists will submit a conceptual design for final 

review by the Committee. Finalists will receive a $1,500 honorarium for completion of a conceptual 

design in response to the Request for Conceptual Designs. One artist will be selected by the Committee 

from Phase Two to finalize designs, fabricate and install the artwork in partnership with the City (the 

“Selected Artist”). 

 

Phase One: Request for Qualifications 

As part of Phase One, the City invites artists or artist teams to submit examples of past work for the 

Committee to review. Eligibility is based upon artistic merit as evidenced in previous work, though the 

artist or artist team need not have completed a prior permanent public commission.  

 

There is no submission fee. Submissions must be made online through 

https://nyculture.submittable.com/submit.  

 

Submissions must be completed by 11:59PM on September 30, 2018.  

 

Submission Materials 

Artists must submit all of the following materials for consideration:  

 

· Statement of Interest (250 words max) 

Provide a narrative description of your interest in the commission and your qualifications for undertaking 

such a project; how your art practice and process can be translated to this project and how you might 

https://nyculture.submittable.com/submit
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approach this project. If you are applying as an artist team, your statement of interest should reflect the 

work and approach of the team. 

 

· Artist’s Statement (250 words max) 

Provide a narrative description of your past work and current practice, including reference to submitted 

work samples, as relevant. 

 

· Resume or CV (2 pages max) 

Provide a current resume or CV, highlighting artistic excellence, any teaching experience, community 

engagement work, and/or experience working with multiple stakeholders. Be sure to include any 

relevant public or private commissioning experience. If you are applying as an artist team, combine your 

information into a two-page document that summarizes the team members’ qualifications. For example, 

a four-member team may choose to include a half-page bio for each team member. 

 

· References 

Provide the name, phone number and email addresses of two (2) professional references that have 

experience working with you as a partner or client on a creative project. Please indicate your relationship 

to each reference. 

 

· Work Samples 

Provide 10 images of completed work. Images should be from 70 - 100 dpi. If you have video of your 

work that is relevant to this project (i.e. a kinetic sculpture or sound element), submit a PDF with a link 

to the video. Each video PDF link will count as one of your 10 images. Each video may be no longer than 

3 minutes. If you are applying as an artist team, designate one artist to be the team leader to submit 

your information, along with team member(s) images and resume/bio(s). Submissions from artist teams 

should reflect samples from each artist on the team, and not exceed the overall submission limit of 10 

images.  

 

· Work Sample List 

Provide a list of submitted work, including title, date, materials and dimensions, locations, and/or 

running times. Include 1-2 sentence descriptions as needed. 

 

Phase Two: Request for Conceptual Designs  

As part of Phase Two, the City will invite the selected Finalists to submit conceptual proposals for review 

by the Committee. Finalists will receive an honorarium of $1,500 for submission of a conceptual proposal 

regardless of the number of concepts submitted.  
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Percent for Art aspires to commission artwork of the highest caliber possible, and to set a national 

example for public art commissioning, while reflecting contemporary art practices. The conceptual 

proposals will be judged against the following criteria:  

 

· Appropriateness of each artist’s approach to the site’s architecture, function, and users; 

· Skilled craftsmanship; 

· Clarity of artistic vision; 

· Consideration of the cost and durability of the artist’s chosen materials; and 

· That the artist’s public commission is true to his/her/their sensibility. 

 

QUESTIONS 

Please direct all inquiries regarding this open call to Percent@culture.nyc.gov. 

 

mailto:Percent@culture.nyc.gov

